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Chapter Summary

This chapter began explores the relationship between clinical social work and psychoanalysis in some depth, examining particular social work treatment theories and their incorporation of various psychoanalytic concepts. A range of psychoanalytic systems are also summarized, from traditional Freudian theory to relational psychoanalysis. Various models of development are included, principally because psychoanalytic developmental theories are typically closely linked to psychoanalytic theories of psychopathology. The chapter will also endeavor to explicate major theoretical disagreements in order to reveal the richness and complexity of this vast body of literature.   In sum, this chapter will provide a useful overview of important psychoanalytic theories and controversies and the unique re​lationship between them and clinical social work.
